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f  itchburg,  Leominster  eateries  serve 
their  best  to  students 


Fitchburg  gets  a  mouthful! 


by  Jen  Brenner 

The  Taste  of  Fitchburg  and 
Leominster  Contest,,  which  was  held  in 
the  Student  Organization  Center  last 
week,  drew  over  150  people  to  the 
basement  of  the  Hammond  Campus 
Center  in  an  effort  to  determine  which 
businesses  have  the  best  pizzas  and  pies 
in  the  Fitchburg/Leominster  area. 

Pizza  was  donated  by  the  following 
six  businesses:  Espresso  Pizza  on  Main 
Street,  Fitchburg;  Pizza  Hut  on  John 
Fitch  Highway,  Fitchburg;  Centre  Pizza 
on  River  Street,  Fitchburg;  Nina's  Subs 
and  Pizza  on  Summer  Street,  Fitchburg; 
Campus  Pizza  on  Highland  Avenue, 
Fitchburg;  and  Domino's  Pizza  on 
Lunenburg  Street,  Fitchburg. 

The  largest  donation  came  from 
Domino's  Pizza,  which  contributed  10 
pizzas  to  this  event. 

Pies  were  donated  by  the  following 
businesses:  Joyce's  Pies  and  Bakery  on 
North  Main  Street,  Leominster;  the 
Dutch  Kitchen  Bake  Shop  on  John 
Fitch  Highway,  Fitchburg;  the  Roma 
Pastry  Shop  on  Lancaster  Street, 
Leominster;  Shaw's  Supermarket  on 
Water  Tower  Plaza,  Leominster;  and 
Shop  'n  Save  on  Massachusetts 
Avenue,  Lunenburg. 

And  the  results  are  in! 

Joyce's  Pies  and  Bakery  was  voted 


Despite  cutbacks  in  the  Communications/Media 
department,  faculty  and  staff  aren't  going  hungry. 


the   best   for   pie   in   Fitchburg   and 
Leominster. 

The  Dutch  Kitchen  Bake  Shop  and 
the  Roma  Pastry  Shop  tied  for  second 
place. 

Centre  Pizza  was  voted  as  having  the 
best  pizza  in  Fitchburg.  Pizza  Hut  came 
in  second  place  and  Espresso  Pizza 
came  in  third. 

Organizers  of  this  event  wish  to  con- 
gratulate the  winners,  and  to  thank  all 
of  the  businesses  that  participated  in 
this  contest. 


Above:  Student 
Steven  Darling 
enjoys  a  snack 
as  his  instructor 
allows  feasting 

during  class. 

Left:  Student 

Matt  Rivard  and 

Jeremy  Chausee 

of  the  Volunteer 

Center  are 

among  the  150 

people  to  enjoy 

local  restaurant 

fare  on  campus. 


Readership  Program 

set  to  start 

second  edition 

by  Matthew  Rivard 

A  major  item  on  the  agenda  of  the 
Student  Government  Council's  Feb.  1 
meeting  was  the  Readership  Program 
sponsored  by  USA  Today,  which  made 
its  debut  on  a  trial  basis  last  semester.  A 
representative  from  USA  Today  attend- 
ed the  meeting  and  gave  the  results  of 
student  polls  taken  at  the  beginning  and 
the  end  of  the  trial. 

The  results  of  these  polls  were  very 
interesting,  showing  which  papers  were 
read  most  by  students  and  how  opin- 
ions on  reading  newspapers  changed 
from  the  beginning  of  the  trial  to  the 
end. 

Based  on  these  poll  results  and  pos- 
itive feedback  from  the  students,  SGA 
voted  to  reinstate  the  program  for  the 
Spring  2000  semester. 

The  major  change  to  the  program  is 
that  it  will  be  offered  in  all  residence 
halls,  unlike  the  trial  which  was  only 
held  in  Aubuchon,  Russell,  and  the 
Campus  Center. 

Recycling  bins  will  also  be  provid- 
ed at  the  newspaper  pickup  site  for 
each  hall,  as  before,  to  help  keep  our 
campus  clean.  The  newspapers  will  be 
the  same  as  previously:  USA  Today,  the 
Boston  Globe,  and  the  Worcester 
Telegram  &  Gazette.  Enjoy  your 
newspapers,  everyone;  they'll  be  back 
in  the  dorms  soon. 

The  Readership  Program  was  the 
major  topic  of  discussion  this  week,  but 
other  items  were  discussed  briefly  in 
different  reports. 

Some  of  these  items,  were  spring 
elections,  budget  hearings  for  clubs  and 
organizations,  and  the  annual  transi- 
tional meeting.  The  minutes  for  each 
Tuesday  meeting  of  SGA  Council  are 
available  for  all  to  read  in  the  SGA 
Office  weekdays  from  9  a.m.  to  2  p.m. 
one  week  after  the  meeting  was  held. 

SGA  meetings  are  held 

on  Tuesday  nights  at 

6:30.  All  students  are 

members  of  SGA  and 

are  encouraged  to 

attend. 


James  Mee  opens  Y2K  Classic  Lunch  series        WANTED: 


by  Matthew  Rivard 

The  new  semester  and  year  have 
arrived,  along  with  the  new  Classic 
Lunch  series  for  the  new  millennium. 
Opening  this  semester's  series  was  the 
always-popular  entertainer  James  Mee, 
who  performed  on  Jan.  28  in  the  M  & 
M  Lounge. 

Mee  is  known  for  writing  such  songs 
as  "Big  Times  in  a  Small  Time,"  which 
was  selected  as  the  title  track  for  an 
anthology  compiled  during  the 
Martha's  Vineyard  Songwriter's 
Retreat  in  1993.  His  other  recordings 
include  "American  Sky,"  "Someday," 
and  "From  A  Quiet  Place." 

Mee  has  opened  for  such  artists  as 
Arlo  Guthrie,  performed  at  the  Bottom 
Line  in  New  York  City,  and  written  and 
recorded  songs  with  other  artists. 

Always  a  Fitchburg  State  College 
favorite,  Mee  drew  a  great  crowd  to  the 
M&M.  Listening  to  Mee's  music  and 
stories  provided  a  great  opportunity  for 
all  to  put  down  the  books,  take  a  load 
off,  and  relax  the  overworked  mind  for 
a  while. 

The  diverse  crowd  of  students,  fac- 
ulty and  staff  was  entertained  by  his 
ballads  and  the  stories  behind  them, 
which  are  good  for  a  laugh  on  their 
own.  No  one  left  disappointed  and 
everyone  had  a  smile  on  their  face 
while  Mee  did  his  thing. 

Great  thanks  to  Student  Activities 
and  to  the  Commuter's  Board  for  bring- 


Enthusiastic  stu- 
dents to  watch 
wrestling  on  the 
BIG  SCREEN 
Mondays  and 
Thursdays  in  the 
UNDERGROUND 
PUB 
8-11  p.m. 


James  Mee,  a  favorite  with  FSC  students,  opens  this 
semester's  Classic  Lunch  series. 

ing  James   Mee  back  to  entertain  the      duced   by   Terry   Cashman,    the    noted 


campus  again. 

Mee  recently  finished  recording  his 
four  CD  "Songs  from  a  Vermont  Life." 
All  of  Mee's  recordings  have  been  pro- 


producer  of  all  Jim  Croce's  hits. 

Mee  has  four  songs  in  the  feature 
film  "SOHO  ...  They  Call  It,"  released 
last  October. 
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Flexibility,  Power,  Endurance,  Coordination 
and  Balance,  Self  Assurance,  Humility, 

Inner  Peace... 

All  of  these  can  be  yours  by  joining 

the  Karate  Club,  soon  to  be  called 

the  Martial  Arts  Club 

The  club  meets  on  Mondays  and 
Wednesdays  in  the  McKay  School 

Cafeteria  at  7:00  p.m. 
ALL  FSC  STUDENTS  ARE  WEL- 
COME!!! 
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Mr.  Free  Advice  runs  out  of  answers 


ACROSS 

1.  Copier 
5.  Perpetually 
9.  In  the  know 

12.  Identify 

13.  Teamster's  rig 

14.  Exist 

15.  Taunt 

16.  Garden  starter 

17.  Doze 

18.  Infuriated 

20.  Smell  strongly 
22.  Cent 

24.  Wheat 

27.  Non-appear- 
ance 

30.  Assent 

3 1 .  Decimal  point 

32.  Royal  rule 

34.  Dine 

35.  Drab  green 
color 

37.  Pancake  skillet 

39.  Hindu  garb 

40.  Possessive 
adjective 

41.  Skin  irratation 


43.  Basecoat 

47.  Hawaiin  staple 

49.  Male  turkey 

5 1 .  Industrial  fuel 

52.  Tea  container 

53.  Toward  shelter 

54.  A  wad  of 
Washingtons 

55.  Ask,  as  for  a 
favor 

56.  Lean 

57.  Bird's  nursery 

DOWN 

1 .  Initial  stake 

2.  Most  numerous 
chess  piece 

3.  Arabian  prince 

4.  Record  again 

5.  Basic  nature 

6.  Sign  of  triumph 

7.  Grinding  materi- 
al 

8.  Amusmentpark 
feature 

9.  Yearned 

10.  Significant  time 


11. 
19. 


rally 


Category 
21.  Humpty 
Dumpty,  e.g. 
23.  Whinny 

25.  Sincere 

26.  Dole 

27.  Uproars 

28.  Gaucho's  tool 

29.  Exciting 

30.  Licorice  fla- 
vored seasoning 
33.  Earned  before 
expenses 

36.  By  means  of 
38.  Church  official 
40.  Undivided 
42.  ERA  or  RBI 

44.  The Star 

State 

45. out  (barely 

makes) 

46.  Take  a  load  off 

47.  Saloon 

48.  Unprocessed 
metal 

50.  Adult  males 

Solution  on  page  7 


The  Point  staff  has  learned 
that  Mr.  Free  Advice,  the  well 
known  and  almost-loved  columnist, 
died  last  Thursday  in  New  Orleans 
while  on  sabbatical  from  his  duties 
at  the  Point.  Not  only  was  he  an 
intolerably  special  purveyor  of 
advice  to  the  love-lorn  and  congeni- 
tally  misinformed,  but  also  a  master 
Cajun  chef  whose  Orange 
Marmalade  Gumbo  Surprise  can 
never  be  forgotten  by  those  who 
tried  it. 

The  tragic  details  of  his 
demise  are  sketchy  at  best. 

He  was  acting  as  judge  in 
the  Decatur  Street  Gumbo  Fair,  a 
festival  of  food  and  fun  renowned 
wherever  things  like  that  are  consid- 
ered important,  when  the  trick  ele- 
phant at  Baron  LaCroix's  Jumbo 


Gumbo  stand  broke  free  and  ran 
through  the  crowd. 

Some  witnesses  claim  Mr. 
Free  Advice  threw  himself  in  front 
of  the  beast  to  save  an  orphan  from 
being  trampled,  while  others  say 
that  he  slipped  on  a  freshly  peeled 
crawdad.  Regardless,  he  fell  to  the 
tarmac  and  when  the  elephant  had 
passed,  Mr.  Free  Advice  was  no 
more. 

According  to  his  wishes  he 
will  be  stewed  with  shrimp,  okra 
and  spicy  sausage  to  be  served  at  a 
reception  at  his  home.  Mourners  are 
advised  to  bring  their  own  silver- 
ware. Mr.  Free  Advice  leaves  behind 
a  lovely  wife,  Matilda,  and  two  chil- 
dren, Nathanial  and  Superfly.  In  lieu 
of  flowers,  donations  to  The  Point's 
Oktoberfest  Pig  Roast  will  be  grate- 
fully accepted. 
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Putting  our  money 
where  our  mouth  is 


Opinion 


Hi  there.  My  name  is  James  Sposato. 
Some  of  you  might  remember  reading 
the  name  at  the  bottom  of  a  pointedly 
critical  letter  blasting  the  campus  news- 
paper last  semester.  I  continued  my 
campaign  to  determine  why  The  Point 
sucked  with  a  questionnaire.  It  was 
while  I  was  soliciting  responses  in  the 
Commuter  Caf  that  Doris  Schmidt,  fac- 
ulty adviser  for  the  paper,  approached 
me  and,  in  her  genteel  fashion,  advised 
me  to  put  up  or  shut  up.  So  here  I  am, 
your  new  Managing  Editor. 

You  might  notice  a  few  changes  in 
this  edition  of  The  Point  (the  cover  for 
instance).  There  will  be  more  to  come: 
a  new  look,  new  departments,  new  cov- 
erage of  the  events  important  to  you 
and  most  importantly,  a  new  attitude. 

This  is  the  student  newspaper  at 
FSC,  so  guess  what:  If  you're  a  student 
here,  you  have  a  say.  If  there  is  some- 
thing happening  on  campus,  in  town,  or 
in  the  world  at  large  which  you  feel 
needs  attention,  write  an  article  on  it. 
Just  heard  a  great  new  disc  or  want  to 
turn  people  on  to  a  hot  new  film?  Write 
an  article.  Think  someone  special  on 
campus  deserves  a  mention?  Write  an 
article.  With  the  new  format  of  the 
paper  there  will  be  room  for  all  of  these 
and  more;  room  for  the  things  that  you 
find  important. 


Perhaps,  reviewing  these  changes, 
you  will  decide  we  have  gone  too  far  or 
not  far  enough.  If  so,  drop  us  a  line. 
One  of  the  changes  will  be  a  Letters  to 
the  Editor  section  where  feedback  of  all 
kinds  will  be  welcomed.  We  only  ask 
for  two  things:  be  articulate  ("Yur  paper 
sux!"  is  not  a  valid  argument)  and  sign 
your  name. 

Truth  to  tell,  the  feedback  is  some- 
thing I'm  looking  forward  to.  If  you 
have  seen  something  in  The  Point  that 
forces  you  into  action,  even  if  that 
action  is  firing  off  an  outraged  letter  to 
us,  then  I  feel  I'm  doing  my  job.  If  the 
only  thing  you  feel  while  reading  the 
Point  is  complacency,  then  we  are  no 
more  than  Easy  Cheese  on  a  saltine  in 
the  buffet  of  your  week  and  that  is  not 
good  enough  for  me  and  should  not  be 
good  enough  for  you. 

Looking  over  the  responses  from  my 
questionnaire,  a  common  theme  was  a 
desire  for  more;  more  coverage  of  the 
school  teams,  more  relevance  to  the 
student  body  as  a  whole,  more  in-depth 
looks  into  the  things  that  are  wrong  on 
this  campus  and  what  can  be  done  to 
change  them.  Hopefully,  the  new  staff 
and  I  will  be  able  to  provide  more  for 
you.  If  not,  then  I  look  forward  to  see- 
ing your  name  at  the  bottom  of  an  irate 
letter  someday. 


Where  have  all  the  leaders  gone? 


by  Amber  M.  Keumurian 

Fitchburg  State  College  is  known  as 
the  "Leadership  College".  Well  then,  I 
ask,  where  are  all  of  the  leaders?  Are 
the  students  at  Fitchburg  State  College 
not  aware  of  the  fact  that  there  are 
vacant  positions  on  the  Student 
Government  Association? 

FYI...  there  is  no  one  currently  hold- 
ing the  four  representative  positions  for 
the  Class  of  2003.  There  is  no  vice 
president  or  any  of  the  four  representa- 
tives for  the  Class  of  2002.  The  Class 
of  2001  has  no  treasurer  or  three  of  its 
four  representatives.  Oh,  and  woe,  as 
the  Class  of  2000  has  no  treasurer,  sec- 
retary... and  yes,  you  guessed  it...  any  of 
its  four  representatives.  Over  66  per- 
cent of  the  students  at  Fitchburg  State 
College  are  commuters  and  the 
Commuters'  Board  also  lacks  its  four 
representatives.  Let  us  not  forget  about 


/  would  like  to  thank 

the  few  who  actually 

take  their  positions  as 

leaders  at  this  college 

above  and  beyond  what 

is  expected. 

the  resident  students  at  Fitchburg  State 
College.  The  representatives  from 
Russell  Towers,  Herlihy  Hall,  Mara 
Village  and  the  Town  Houses  have  yet 
to  be  seen  at  a  Student  Government 
Association  meeting.  Oh,  yeah...  hello? 
Where  are  all  of  the  representatives  for 
all  of  the  clubs  and  organizations  on 
this  campus?  There  are  about  10  repre- 
sentatives who  show  up  to  the  Student 
Government  Association  meetings  on  a 

Leadership, 
continued  on  page  6 


Bookstore  Blues 


by  Erick  Carpenter 

Who'd  have  thought  that  those  six 
months  in  San  Quentin  would've  pre- 
pared me  for  the  rigors  of  higher  learn- 
ing? More  specifically,  for  the  experi- 
ence of  buying  books,  which  is  just 
slightly  more  pleasant  than  aggravated 
homosexual  assault.  At  least  the  book 
purchasing  on  the  FSC  campus  has  a 
timetable  so  there  are  no  surprises;  you 
know  when  you're  in  for  another 
encounter. 

It  all  starts  in  the  same  way  -  the  first 
day  of  class  your  professors  scream  up 
and  down  that  it  is  absolutely  impera- 
tive that  the  text,  or  texts  in  some  cases, 
be  purchased.  Conveniently,  they're 
also  available  at  the  school  bookstore. 
The  irony  and  horror  of  this  is  the  num- 
ber of  times  I've  taken  classes  and 
never  even  opened  the  textbook  which 
was  so  vital  to  my  education,  according 
to  the  professor.  And  I  wonder  why 
they  look  at  me  funny  when  I  go  to  buy 
one  or  two  books  a  third  of  the  way  into 
the  semester. 

But  the  fun  doesn't  stop  there. 
What's  worse  than  having  to  pay 
money?  How  about  having  to  wait  in 
line  to  pay  money?  Nothing  says  "I've 
got  you  by  the  balls  and  I  know  it"  like 
making  people  with  credit  cards  and 
checks  in  hand  stand  in  long  lines.  And 
don't  think  that  this  is  a  one  time  trip. 
No-sir-e-bob!  At  least  once  every  year 
(if  you're  lucky)  you'll  have  to  return  to 
the  bookstore  to  get  another  book  that 
wasn't  available  when  you  first  went 
there.  Now  let's  do  the  math,  shall  we? 
Three  trips  to  the  bookstore  a  year, 
times  four  years  (does  anyone  actually 
do  this  anymore?)  makes  12  times  dur- 
ing your  college  career  that  you'll  feel 
insulted,  irritated  and  taken  advantage 
of. 

Recently  there  have  been  some 
internet-based  retailers  looking  to  get  a 
piece  of  the  action.  Admittedly,  they  do 
have  an  advantage  over  the  tried  and 
tired  tradition  of  standing  in  line  at  the 
bookstore.  Unfortunately,  their  prices 
aren't  all  that  much  cheaper. 

Even  in  my  most  jaded  state  I  can 
appreciate  the  advantage  of  paying  a 
few  dollars  for  the  convenience  of 
being,  able  to  head  down  to  the  book- 
store and  return  the  book  when  your 
course  schedule  is  inexplicably  altered 


to  not  having  a  single  class  before 
noon. 

But  don't  even  think  it's  over.  The 
end  of  the  semester  approaches  and 
now  it's  time  to  try  and  get  a  little 
dough  for  yourself.  If  nothing  else,  you 
might  be  hoping  for  enough  cash  to 
cover  the  gas  money  to  get  yourself 
home.  The  good  news  is  that  a  lot  of 
students  have  received  enough  money 
for  gas  money  home.  The  bad  news  is 
that  depreciation  for  books  is  even 
more  volatile  than  for  automobiles.  I 
don't  have  hard  numbers  to  site,  but  in 
all  my  years  of  being  a  college  student 
I  can  honestly  say  I've  never  seen  a  stu- 
dent walk  away  from  selling  books  say- 
ing, "Wow... I  really  feel  like  I  got  back 
what  the  book  was  worth." 

Now,  I'm  not  going  to  blame  the 
bookstore.  They're  retail.  They  don't 
know  any  better.  And  it  really  isn't 
their  fault.  They're  the  middleman  in 
this  game.  The  people  to  blame  are  the 
publishers  who  update  their  editions 
almost  constantly,  enabling  them  to 
make  a  book  obsolete  in  under  three 
years.  Often  times  the  updates  are 
minor  and  constitute  very  little  actual 
new  content,  but  enough  to  justify 
squeezing  some  more  cash  out  of  col- 
lege students. 

I  wish  there  were  answers  to  be  had. 
But  as  long  as  professors  feel  they  have 
a  need  for  a  text  and  publishers  can 
provide  it,  students  are  going  to  be  the 
ones  who  will  be  taken  advantage  of. 
At  best  the  damage  can  be  minimized 
by  having  book  swaps  or  selling  books 
to  other  students.  The  bookstore  is  just 
a  pawn  in  the  middle  of  a  situation  that 
doesn't  appear  to  be  getting  better  soon. 


Entertainment 


Sound  and  Fury 


by  Maria  Brogna 
•WHVN" 

Will  Haven 
Revelation  Records 

This  band  does  hardcore  punk,  and 
does  it  well.  The  powerful  music  and 
well-written  lyrics  give  this  album  an 
edge  that  so  many  other  bands  in  this 
genre  are  missing.  Listen  closely  and- 
you  will  hear  talented  musicians  plying 
their  trade.  These  guys  aren't  just 
screaming  and  playing  power  chords, 
they  are  tight,  angry  and  intelligent  and 
have  made  an  album  of  music  worth 
buying.  Each  song  has  its  own  distinct 
sound  (another  rarity  in  the  hardcore 
world). 

"Dressed  down,  fed  up  and  pissed 
off'  best  describes  this  band  and  after 
hearing  tracks  such  as  "Subtitles"  and 
"Genesis  11."  you'll  find  this  cannot  be 
denied. 


"EUROPOP" 
Eiffel  65  -  Republic  Records 

This  Italian  dance  band  started 
achieving  recognition  in  the  U.S.  as  we 
were  saying  goodbye  to  the  20th  centu- 
ry. The  subtle  mix  of  ambient  sound 
and  the  all-but-forgotten  classical  tech- 
no beat  creates  nostalgia  for  the  likes  of 
New  Order  or  The  Pet  Shop  Boys.  Yes. 
this  music  has  been  done  before,  but  it 
does  not  make  this  album  any  less 
enjoyable.  The  hit  single  "Blue."  which 
can  be  heard  on  the  radio  seemingly 
whenever  it's  turned  on.  is  only  one  of 
the  many  excellently  mixed  and  exe- 
cuted tracks  on  the  album. 
Unfortunately,  there  is  little  variation 
and  the  disc  quickly  becomes  repeti- 
tious. Still,  a  good  retro-dance  band  is  a 
rarity  these  days  and  Eiffel  65  has  man- 
aged to  cut  a  creative  beat. 


Christine's 

movie  report 

card 

"Any  Given  Sunday":  B 

"American  Beauty":  A+  + 

"Eye  of  the  Beholder":  C+ 

"Galaxy  Quest":  A- 

"Girl  Interrupted":  B+ 

"The  Green  Mile":  B 

"The  Hurricane":  A- 

"Magnolia":  A+ 

"Man  on  the  Moon":  B+ 

"Next  Friday":  B- 

"Scream  3":  B 

'Talented  Mr.  Ripley":  F 

"Titus":  B- 

Toy  Story  2":  A 


College  puts  out  a  call  for  leaders 


continued  from  page  5 

regular  basis  out  of  a  whopping  45 
clubs  and  organizations  at  Fitchburg 
State  College. 

Do  the  members  of  these  clubs  and 
organizations  not  realize  that  the 
Executive  Board  of  the  Student 
Organization  controls  their  funding0 
Do  they  not  realize  that  they  are  in  dan- 
ger of  having  their  funding  frozen  by 
the  Student  Goverment  Association? 

Most  importantly,  why  does  it  have 
to  come  to  this  in  order  for  these  club 
and  organization  representatives  to 
attend  the  Student  Government 
Association  meetings?  Where  are  the 
leaders  at  the  "leadership  College"? 

Guess  what.  Fitchburg  State  College: 
There  are  some  students  who  do  hold 
positions  in  the  Student  Government 
Association  who  do  not  take  their  posi- 
tions seriously. 

Too  many  of  these  students  seem  to 
feel  that  it  is  okay  to  leave  in  the  mid- 
dle of  a  Student  Government 
Association  meeting,  if  it  happens  to  be 
going  on  for  a  little  too  long.  I  say 
these  students  are  wrong.  These  stu- 
dents were  elected  to  council  for  a  rea- 
son... to  represent  the  student  body. 
Where  is  the  majority  of  council  when 


events  on  the  campus  need  support? 
Nowhere  near  the  event,  as  far  as  I  can 
see. 

So  many  on  the  council  gripe  about 
how  things  are  being  run  in  the  Student 
Government  Association,  but  where  are 
these  people  when  work  needs  to  be 
done?  Where  are  they  when  the 
attempt  to  solve  these  problems  is 
being  made?  They  are  certainly  not 
dedicated  to  representing  the  student 
body  when  it  truly  counts  for  some- 
thing. 

Where  are  the  leaders  at  the 
"Leadership  College"? 

I  would  like  to  thank  the  few  who 
actually  take  their  positions  as  leaders 
at  this  college  above  and  beyond  what 
is  expected.  Fitchburg  State  College,  I 
say,  take  a  good  look  as  these  few  and 
remember  them  well  because  the  lead- 
ers seem  to  be  a  dying  breed  at  the 
"Leadership  College". 

By  the  way.  the  meetings  are  open  to 
all  students  at  Fitchburg  State  College. 
If  you  would  like  to  attend,  we  meet 
every  Tuesday,  beginning  at  6:30  p.m. 
in  the  G-rooms  of  the  Hammond 
Building. 


Movie  question 
of  the  week: 

What  American  newspaper 
mogul  was  the  model  for 
Orson  Welles'  Kane? 


Bonus  question:  What  was 
the  company  and  production 
number  of  Citizen  Kane? 

Answer  next  week 


Williams 

comes  out  of 

shadow 

by  Sarah  Barss 

Williams  is  a  master  of  the  guitar  as 
well  as  being  one  of  the  most  enjoyable 
singer  songwriters  on  the  folk  scene. 
He  has  a  knack  for  articulate,  soulful 
lyrics,  combining  a  sensual  emotional 
awareness  with  the  raw  grittiness  of 
life. 

Williams  came  originally  from 
Statesboro.  Georgia  and  now  lives  in 
the  Northampton  area.  He  says.  "My 
musical  vocabulary  started  with  the 
blues.  It's  very  guitar  centered  music." 
Music  flows  effortlessly  when  he 
plays.  Williams  is  equally  at  home 
playing  a  gutsy  Delta  blues  piece  as 
well  as  a  light  contemporary  ballad. 

"Hundred  Year  Shadow"  shows 
Williams  at  his  best  as  a  warm  and  pas- 
sionate singer  songwriter.  The  CD  con- 
tains eleven  tracks,  seven  written  by 
Williams.  The  notes  just  flow  out  like  a 
river,  at  times  sweet  and  gentle,  at 
times  rollicking  and  robust. 

"Little  Lion."  William's  second 
release  on  Signature  Sounds  was  just 
released  to  stores  January  25.  The  full 
length  instrumental  CD  gives  fans  just 
what  they  have  been  hoping  for.  It's  a 
tremendous  effort  which  shows  off 
Williams  guitar  wizardry  in  no  simple 
terms. 

The  album  is  lively  and  moving. 
Even  without  words  Williams  manages 
to  convey  a  message.  It  is  as  if  his  gui- 
tar speaks  with  a  human  voice. 
Certainly  the  passions  are  there. 

Williams  will  be  performing  at  the 
Bull  Run  in  Shirley  on  February  5.  It's 
a  show  not  to  be  missed!  Call  978-425- 
4311  for  more  information. 


"We're  making 
a  movie,  not  a 
film 


>> 


Steve  Martin  a*  Bowtiger 
in  the  movie.  Bowfinser. 


Entertainment 


Third  time  is  a  charm 


Kevin  Bacon  gets  down  and  dirty  in  the  horror  film  "Stir  of  Echoes. 

Hollywood  stirs  up  hit 

'Stir  of  Echoes'  is  much 
more  down  and  dirty, 

with  thrills, 
horror  and  suspense. 


by  Christine  McKeen 

Hollywood  has  always  done  this. 
One  studio  comes  out  with  a  volcano 
movie,  the  other  isn't  far  behind. 
You've  got  a  movie  about  a  big  shark 
and  then  a  few  months  later,  you  have  a 
movie  about  a  big  crocodile,  and  then 
you  have  two  CGI  bug  fdms. 

So,  not  too  far  behind  the  summer  hit 
"The  Sixth  Sense"  came  "Stir  of 
Echoes."  Both  fdms  tell  the  story  of 
those  who  find  they  can  see  the  dead, 
but  don't  let  that  turn  you  away  from 
"Stir  of  Echoes,"  staring  Kevin  Bacon. 
"Stir  of  Echoes"  is  much  more  down 
and  dirty,  with  thrills,  horror  and  sus- 
pense. 

Don't  get  me  wrong,  I  loved  "The 
Sixth  Sense,"  but  "Stir  of  Echoes"  just 
gave  me  that  extra  level  of  suspense  I 
didn't  find  in  the  earlier  movie. 

In  "The  Sixth  Sense,"  a  9-year-  old 
boy  gravely  looks  at  the  Bruce  Willis 
character  and  says,  "I  see  dead  peo- 
ple." In  "Stir  of  Echoes,"  a  5-year-old 
boy  looks  at  the  camera  with  a  level 
gaze  and  asks,  "Does  it  hurt  to  be 
dead?" 

Kevin  Bacon  plays  the  5-year-old 
boy's  father,  Tom,  and  the  film  takes 
place  in  the  city  of  Chicago. 

Bacon's  character  starts  to  realize 
that  his  life  has  passed  him  by.  "I  just 
didn't  expect  to  be  so  ordinary,"  he 
says.  What  happens  after  that  line 
makes  his  life  not  so  ordinary. 


After  being  hypnotized  be  a  friend, 
(Illena  Douglas)  at  a  party,  his  mind 
starts  to  play  tricks  on  him  and  visions 
start  to  come  to  him.  The  movie  ends  on 
a  good  note. 

The  movie  was  written  and  directed 
by  David  Koepp,  whose  writing  credits 
for  screenplays  include  "Jurassic  Park" 
and  its  bad  sequel,  "The  Lost  World," 
as  well  as  "Mission:  Impossible"  and 
"Snake  Eyes." 

Koepp  is  a  very  imaginative  direc- 
tor, too.  You  can  see  that  throughout  the 
whole  movie,  but  you  can  really  see  it 
in  the  hypnosis  scene.  When  Tom  sits  in 
the  movie  theater,  it's  beautifully  shot. 

"Stir  of  Echoes"  is  from  Artisan,  the 
same  company  that  took  a  chance  with 
a  little  movie  called  "The  Blair  Witch 
Project." 

Any  other  company  would  most  like- 
ly have  tried  too  hard  to  make  this 
movie  like  a  Hollywood  hit.  Artisan 
didn't  step  in  and  let  the  movie  come 
out  beautifully. 

"Stir  of  Echoes"  is  now  at  your  local 
video  store,  ready  to  rent. 


by     Christine 
McKeen 

The  end  of  the 
"Scream"  trilogy 
is  a  solid  win  on 
all  counts  with 
plenty  of  sus- 
pense, bloody 
murders,  and  cool 
in-jokes  to  satisfy 
any  horror  fan. 

As  with  any  typical  Wes  Craven 
movie,  everyone  in  the  cast  seemed  to 
be  a  suspect  at  some  point  or  another.  It 
was  mostly  a  much  better  ending  than 
"Scream  2,"  which  was  tossed  at  us  a 
few  years  ago. 

Most  of  the  story  centers  on  the 
Courteney  Cox  and  David  Arquette 
characters,  and  both  actors  did  a  good 
job  being  center  stage,  giving  the  audi- 
ence just  enough  laughs  to  keep  things 
going  between  killings.  Jenny 
McCarthy  also  gave  a  surprisingly 
good  performance. 

The  story  line  was  very  well  writ- 
ten, despite  the  fact  that  the  third  film, 
in  a  trilogy  usually  has  the  weakest 
story  line. 


The  big  opening  scene  is  just  that. ..a 
big  opening  scene,  which  gives  the 
fans  what  they  want,  the  bloody  goods. 

One  warning,  however,  the  violence 

in  this  film  is  graphic;  the  body  count  is 
higher  than  in  the  previous  two  put 
together! 

The  plot  of  the  movie  is  basically  the 
same  as  the  previous  two:  Ghost  Face 
wants  to  kill  Sydney.. .Ghost  Face  kills 
others  who  get  in  the  way... now  let's 
guess  who  Ghost  Face  is.  But  it  is  the 
end  that  makes  it  a  winner. 

Supposedly  this  film  will  cap  off  the 
trilogy,  making  it  less  awkward  than 
Craven's  Elm  Street  series.  Unless,  of 

course,  it  makes  a  ton  of  money 

So,  what's  your  favorite  scary 
movie? 
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Black  History  Month 


February's  filled  with  events 


A  series  of  performances, 
lectures  and  other  special 
events  has  been  slated  as 
Fitchburg  State  College  cele- 
brates Black  History  Month 
in  February. 

All  of  the  events  are  open 
to  the  public;  most  are  free  of 
charge.  The  full  slate  of 
events  includes: 

Spike  Lee's  "Get  on  the  Bus," 
Feb.  9  at  7  p.m.  in  Ellis 
White  Lecture  Hall. 
Admission  is  $5  for  the  pub- 
lic and  $3  for  students  and 
seniors.  For  mOre  informa- 
tion, call  665-3709.  The 
screening  is  part  of  the  col- 
lege's film  series. 

"The  Harvest,"  a  two-woman 
show  celebrating  the  princi- 
ples of  Kwanzaa,  will  be  held 
at  3:30  p.m.  on  Feb.  15  in  the 
Campus  Center. 

Patricia  Powell  will  present  a 
free  lecture  on  her  most 
recent     novel,     "A     Small 


Gathering  of  Bones,"  on 
Thursday,  Feb.  17,  at  7:30 
p.m.  in  Kent  Recital  Hall. 
Part  of  the  college's  New 
England  Writers  Series. 

Southern  Breakfast,  spon- 
sored by  the  Black  Student 
Union,  will  be  held  Feb.  20  at 
10:30  a.m.  in  Aubuchon 
Lounge. 

Project  Concern  Youth  Dance 
Company,  will  present  hip 
hop  dance  Feb.  22  at  3:30 
p.m.  in  the  Campus  Center 
Lounge. 

The  17th  annual  Heritage 
Academic  and  Achievement 
Ball  will  be  held  Feb.  25  at  7 
p.m.  at  the  Leominster  Lodge 
of  Elks.  Cost  is  $25  per  per- 
son, or  $40  per  couple. 

Civil  Rights  Conference  Day 
will  be  Feb.  29  from  8:30 
a.m.  to  4  p.m.  in  Rooms  G- 
04,  05  and  06  of  the  Campus 
Center. 


It's  time  to  give  black  music  the  applause  it  deserves 


by  Randy  Benders 

While  inner-city  youth  have  been 
known  to  eagerly  anticipate  the  next  2- 
Pac  (a.k.a  Makaveli)  and  Biggie  Smalls 
(a.k.a  The  Notorious  B.I.G)  CD's  to  hit 
the  streets,  many  of  them  do  not  recog- 
nize the  significant  developments  made 
in  black  music. 

It  is  good  to  occasionally  look  back 
and  pay  respect  to  those  who  originally 
laid  down   the   foundation   for  black 


music. 

The  Black  Student  Union  and 
Access  office  here  at  Fitchburg 
State  College  are  teaming  up  in 
order  to  develop  an  exhibit  to 
honor  the  historical  development 
of  black  music. 

The  men  and  women  taken 
into  bondage  during  the  early  17 
century  pioneered  black  music. 
Their  harmonic  tunes  originally 
captured  the  horrible  conditions 
faced  by  blacks. 

Black  music  has  always  bril- 
liantly illustrated  the  economic, 
political  and  social  inequalities 
faced  by  black  America. 

These  harsh  realities  are  por- 
trayed in  Negro  spirituals,  the 
blues,  jazz,  hip-hop  and  rap. 

Parental  Advisory  labels  are 
now  used  to  warn  the  minority  of 
the  music  that  depicts  the  horrible 
realities  faced  by  the  majority  of 


citizens  today. 

The  black-music  exhibit  will  run 
throughout  Black  History  Month.  Each 
week  different  artists  will  be  on  display. 
These  display  cases  will  be  located  on 
the  second  floor  of  the  Hammond 
Building. 

Many  of  the  artists'  songs  will  be 
played  Wednesday  nights  on  WXPL 
91.3,  Fitchburg  State  College's 
supreme  radio  station. 
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Ceremonies 

honor  minorities' 

proud  heritage 

by  Randy  Benders 

Black  authors  may  not  have  written 
history  textbooks  commonly  used  in 
public  education,  but  the  stories  in 
those  texts  revolve  around  the  actions 
of  their  ancestors. 

Black  History  Month  was  designed 
by  Carter  G.  Woodson  in  1926  in  order 
to  recognize  the  significant  contribu- 
tions of  minorities.  In  honor  of  this 
great  month,  the  ACCESS  Office  and 
Black  Student  Union  (located  on  the  3 
rd  floor  of  the  Hammond  Building) 


'We  will  continue  to 
insist  that  right  be  done 
because  both  God's  will 
and  the  heritage  of  our 
nation  speak  through 
our  echoing  demands.' 

have  kicked  off  their  "Lift  Every  Voice 
and  Sing"  ceremonies.  These  cere- 
monies offer  several  events  that  recog- 
nize the  accomplishments  of  minori- 
ties. 

This  year's  ceremonies  began  with 
keynote  speaker  Dr.  Horace  Boyer, 
Professor  Emeritus  of  Music  at  the 
University  of  Massachusetts-Amherst. 
Dr.  Boyer  eloquently  expressed  the  sig- 
nificant influence  that  black  spiritual 
music  has  had  and  will  continue  to 
have  on  our  society. 

His  ability  to  motivate,  relate  and 
educate  the  audience  was  unbelievable. 
His  words  soothed  our  souls,  calmed 
our  spirits  and  moved  our  minds  to  an 
amazing  place. 

He  brought  us  to  a  place  where  our 
souls  were  relaxed,  and  our  spirits  were 
able  to  journey  off  into  the  unknown. 
Although  that  pleasure  may  dwindle, 
we  attempt  each  day  to  remanifest  it  in 
our  daily  lives. 

According  to  the  great  humanitarian 
Dr.  Martin  Luther.  King  Jr.,  "We  feel 
we  are  the  conscience  of  America.  We 
are  its  troubled  soul.  We  will  continue 
to  insist  that  right  be  done  because  both 
God's  will  and  the  heritage  of  our 
nation  speak  through  our  echoing 
demands." 


Opinion 


Student  hold  vigil  for  rainforest  people 


On  Feb.  3,  MASSPIRG  students 
from  Fitchburg  State  College  traveled 
to  Boston  to  participate  in  an 
International  Day  of  Solidarity  and 
vigil  for  the  U'wa  native  people  of 
Columbia.  The  rally  was  held  at 
Fidelity  Investments  beginning  at 
3:45pm. 

Rainforest  Action  Network,  the 
group  organizing  the  rally,  chose  to 
focus  on  Fidelity  because  they  are  the 
biggest  stockholders  in  California- 
based  Occidental  Petroleum,  (the  com- 
pany responsible  for  the  Love  Canal 
toxic-waste  disaster  during  the  1970s) 
Occidental  is  planning  on  drilling  in  the 
rainforest  on  the  U'wa  people's  land. 

Vice  President  Al  Gore  is  the  indi- 
vidual with  the  most  stock  in 
Occidental  Petroleum,  with  strong  fam- 
ily ties  to  the  company. 

Putting  the  pressure  on  these  two 
powers  to  divest  or  to  tell  Occidental 
Petroleum  to  get  out  of  the  U'wa  land  is 
what  the  campaign  is  focusing  on  now. 

The  tribe  has  done  everything  in  its 
power  to  try  to  stop  the  drilling,  which 
will  cause  destruction  and  devastation 
to  its  home. 

The  tribe  has  now  vowed  to  commit 
mass  suicide  if  the  drilling  goes 
through,  believing  it  better  to  die  by 
their  own  hand  than  to  watch  the 
destruction  of  their  land,  culture,  and 
lives. 

Another  concern  to  the  U'wa  due  to 
the  drilling  is  violence.  Throughout 
Columbia,  violence  and  oil  are  closely 
linked.  Because  the  Columbian  gov- 
ernment supports  oil  drilling,  left-wing 


guerilla  groups  view  the  oil  stations  as 
strategic  locations  to  attack  the  govern- 
ment in  the  three-decade  guerilla  war 
that  has  been  raging  between  guerilla 
factions  and  the  Columbian  govern- 
ment. 

In  response  to  this,  the  government 
has  militarized  the  stations  making 
them  the  center  for  the  ongoing  civil 
war  in  the  country. 

Violence  has  already  begun  to  spread 
to  the  U'wa  community  with  threats, 
beatings  and  deaths.  In  March  1999 
three  American  environmental  activists 
and  U'wa  supporters  traveling  to  the 
area,  were  murdered  in  Arauca  by  a 
leftist  guerilla  group.  One  of  the 
activists,  Terence  Freitas,  had  devoted 
the  last  two  years  of  his  life  to  support- 
ing the  U'wa  people  in  their  campaign 
to  keep  Occidental  Petroleum  off  their 
land. 

If  these  crimes  are  occurring  without 
the  drilling,  imagine  what  it  will  be  like 
once  oil  be  ins  to  flow. 

On  Jan.  25  the  U'wa  were  evicted 
from  their  land  and  now  they  are  calling 
for  international  support. 

"We  are  seeking  an  explanation  for 
this  'progress'  that  goes  against  life. 
We  are  demanding  that  his  kind  of 
progress  stop,  that  oil  exploitation  in 
the  heart  of  the  Earth  is  halted,  that  the 
deliberate  bleeding  of  the  Earth  stop." 
Statement  of  the  U'wa  People, 
Auguset  8, 1998. 

If  you  would  like  to  get  involved  in 
helping  the  U'wa  and  the  Earth  please 
contact  MASSPIRG  at  (978)  665-4710 


Fugazi  has  fine 
'Instrument' 


REVIEW 


by  Maria  Brogna 

"INSTRUMENT" 
Fugazi  -  Dischord  Records 

This  album  is  a  must-have  for  all 
Fugazi  fans.  The  movie  "Instrument," 
now  on  video,  is  basically  Fugazi 
recording  this  album  with  extra  footage 
of  this  brilliant  band.  The  songs  are 
taken  from  a  variety  of  live  shows  and 
rare  releases.  If  you  are  a  fan,  or 
remember  Minor  Threat,  this  album 
will  bring  you  into  lead  singer  Ian's 
mind  (even  if  you  don't  want  to  go 
there).  Even  those  who  are  unaware  of 
Fugazi  may  find  this  album  the  one  to 
pick  up  as  an  introduction  to  their 
mature  and  euphonic  sound.  Perhaps 
they'll  become  aware  of  what  they've 
been  missing. 


Need  a  date  for  Valentine's  Day?  - 

No? 

Then  take  your  significant  other  to 

watch... 

THE  DATING  GAME 

February  10th,  in  the  M&M 

Lounge 

8:00  p.m.  -  9:30  p.m. 

Sponsored  by  the  Class  of 

2001 


What  the  heck  is 
SM.P.T.E.!?!?! 


The  Society  for  Motion  Picture  and  Television  Engineers  will  hold  their  next 
meeting  on  Tuesday,  February  1st  at  3:30  in  the  S.O.C.    Any  and  all  stu- 
dents interested  in  motion  picture  and  television  production  are  encouraged 
to  attend.  S.M.RT.E.  will  provide  members  of  the  national  organization  and 

attend  the  monthly  meetings  in  Boston. 

Any  and  all  students  interested  are  encouraged  to  contact 
Chrissy  McKeen  thru  the  Point  office  at  x3647! 


MASSPIRG 
Update 

Masspirg 

This  semester  MASSPIRG  has  a 
new  Bunsen  burner  under  its  beaker. 
John  Skrodenis  joined  Fitchburg  State 
College  as  the  new  MASSPIRG  orga- 
nizer. He  is  a  strong  leader  who  has 
been  gathering  interested  students  to 
help  with  this  semester's  campaigns. 
MASSPIRG  is  focusing  on  a  range  of 
projects  including  Earth  Day  2000, 
Water  Water,  the  preservation  of 
Wachusett  Mountain's  old  growth  for- 
est and  Hunger  &  Homelessness. 
Meetings  are  held  Thursday  evenings 
at  4:30  p.m.  in  the  M&M  Lounge.  We 
are  planning  an  active,  successful 
semester.  Everyone  is  welcome.  For 
more  information  call  the  FSC 
MASSPIRG  line  at  665-4710.  C'mon 
get  happy  and  make  a  difference. 

Poetry  Corner 

FEAR 
by  Christine  McKeen 

/  stand  on  the  shoreline, 

the  tide  washes  between  my  toes. 

I  stare  at  the  horizon  before  me 

in  a  dream  like  state. 

1  should  have  been  prepared. 

My  mother  said  life  is  more 

than  you  want  it  be. 

When  the  sky  transforms  into 
a  water  color  painting, 
the  water  washes  between  my  knees. 
My  eyes  fixed  on  the  horizon. 
I  knew  it  was  coming, 
but  I  was  blinded  by  fear 
and  couldn  't  acknowledge  it. 

The  moon  replaces  the 

sun  in  the  night  sky. 

The  water  rises  to  my  neck. 

I  inform  Hell,  I  am  coming. 

I  shut  my  eyes  as  the  salty  water 

raise  over  them. 

I  notice  my  fear  has  won  again. 
I  open  my  eyes,  to  watch 
the  brightness  of  the  stars, 
darken  by  the  depth  of  the  water. 

At  the  bottom,  there  was  no  Hell 
but  life. 


summer  sessions,  hawai'i 

*  6  weeks,  6  credits,  as  low  as  $2,800  (based  on  typical 
sts  of  tuition,  room  &  board,  books,  and  airfare) 

Term  1:  May  22-June  30  •  Term  2:  July  3-August  11 

www.outreach.hawaii.edu  ♦  toll-free  1  (800)  862-6628 


University  ofWwaVi  aTMarioa.  Summer  Sessions 


Try 


Turn  this  break  into  a  real  trip,   with  over  700  airlines, 

in  excess  of  45,000  hotels,  and  more  than  50  rental  car  comapnies, 

it's  easy  to  find  incredible  deal  even  on  a  student's  budget. 


JSBf 

Travelocity.com 

A    Sabre    Company 


2000  Sabre  Inc.  All  rights  reserved.  Travelcity.com  and  Sabre  are  service  marks  and/or  trademarks  of  an  affiliate  of  Sabre  inc. 


The  Final  Word  on  Rocker  and  Ryan 


by  Justin  Crawford 

Last  week.  Bob  Ryan,  the  Boston 
Globe's  premier  sports  columnist  and 
one  of  the  most  respected  journalists  in 
America,  penned  an  article  that  accused 
Major  League  Baseball  of  trashing  the 
First  Amendment  in  regards  to  the  deci- 
sion to  suspend  Atlanta  Braves  pitcher 
John  Rocker.  In  light  of  this.  I  feel  I 
should  clarify  a  few  things  written  in 
that  article,  and  to  address  the  issue  of 
Rocker's  suspension,  about  which  I 
have  my  own  opinion. 

First  off.  let  me  say  that  Ryan's  opin- 
ions seem  to  have  been  unusually  off 
the  wall  in  the  last  few  months  or  so.  He 
has  abandoned  his  common  sense  view 
of  things  in  favor  of  backing  the 
"unpopular"  opinion.  simply  to  be  dif- 
ferent (this  included  a  rousing  approval 
of  Jim  Gray's  attack  on  Pete  Rose  a  few 
months  back).  This  article  is  right  out  of 
that  same  vein.  Maybe  he  should  stop 
doing  "The  Sports  Reporters"  show  on 
ESPN.  After  all.  one  hour  a  week  with 
Bill  "Jabba  the  Hut"  Conlin.  Mitch 
"how's  my  hair?"  Albom,  and  Mike  "I 
love  myself"  Lupica  .  is  enough  to  drive 
anyone  to  near  insanity. 

Okay,  enough  of  the  satire.  In  his 
article.      Ryan      alleges      that      MLB 


Commissioner  Bud  Selig  ignored  the 
First  Amendment  (protecting  freedom 
of  speech,  among  other  things )  when  he 
levied  a  28-day  suspension  and  a 
S20.000  fine  on  Rocker  for  his  racist 
remarks  in  a  recent  issue  of  Sports 
Illustrated.  First  let  me  point  out  that 
the  First  Amendment  does  not  protect 
all  forms  of  free  speech.  The  Rocker 
case  has  reinforced  this.  Sure,  you  can 
say  anything  you  want,  and  whenever 
you  want  to  say  it.  but  if  you  say  it  to 
the  wrong  people,  you  better  be  ready 
to  pay  the  price  for  your  privilege  of 
speech.  Even  if  what  Rocker  said  is 
what  he  really  feels,  it  doesn't  matter. 
Society,  and  in  this  case  baseball,  isn't 
the  same  as  it  was  50  years  ago.  when 
the  color  barrier  was  first  broken.  The 

2 1 st  century  is  the  unofficial  age  of  the 
politically  correct,  where  it's  taboo  to 
use  ethnic  slurs,  unlike  baseball  during 
Jackie  Robinson's  time.  Apparently 
Rocker  forgot  this,  and  the  result  of  his 
"free  speech"  is  the  longest  suspension 
ever  to  be  dropped  on  a  pro  baseball 
player  for  a  non-fighting  incident. 
However,  it  is  still  unlikely  that  if 
Rocker  had  used  the  words  "homosexu- 
al" and  "Black  American"  instead  of 
"queer"  and  "monkey",  that  the  results 
would  have  been  different  in  this  case. 


People  like  Rocker  need  to  realize  they 
are  under  the  world's  biggest  magnify- 
ing glass-  the  media-  at  all  times.  Did 
he  honestly  think  that  Sports  Illustrated 
wasn't  going  to  print  those  comments, 
and  that  everybody  would  pass  over  the 
words  like  they  were  no  big  deal? 

Ryan  needs  to  pick  a  side.  He  says 
that  "...trampling  constitutional  rights 
we  hold  dear  is  not  the  answer."  Well 
then  what  is  the  answer.  Bob?-  Letting 
a  loud-mouthed.  25  year-old  millionaire 
get  away  with  comments  that  were  so 
blatantly,  so  revoltingly  bigoted  that 
they  offended  even  aspect  of  society'1 
What  kind  of  example  does  that  offer? 
No.  there  is  no  middle  ground  to  be  had 
here.  Not  suspending  Rocker  compro- 
mises the  integrity  of  the  game  of  base- 
ball, and  seriously  violates  an  accepted 
standard  of  social  behavior.  Suspending 
him  on  the  other  hand,  gives  rise  to  the 
question.  "How  protected  is  our  speech 
under  the  United  States  Constitution?" 
The  resounding  answer  from  major 
League  Baseball,  and  indeed  all  of  soci- 
ety is.  "It  isn't." 

I  believe  that  suspending  Rocker  is 
ultimately  the  correct  thing  to  do. 
although  Selig's  decision  that  Rocker 
be  enrolled  in  a  "sensitivity  class"  is  a 
joke.  Rocker  is  a  racist.  He  claims  that 
his  comments  were  "a  mistake."  but  the 


only  mistake  he  made  is  shooting  his 
mouth  off  to  the  largest  sports  publica- 
tion in  the  world,  and  he  knows  it.  The 
comments  in  themselves  were  no  mis- 
take: Rocker  meant  every  word  he  says, 
and  that  is  why  no  amount  of  "sensitiv- 
ity counseling  is  going  to  change 
Rocker. 

One  final  point  (which  Ryan  cor- 
rectly notes):  Rocker's  embarrassment 
should  no  longer  belong  to  Major 
League  Baseball.  Their  sentence  has 
been  handed  down,  and  their  message 
has  been  heard  loud  and  clear.  It  is  now 
up  to  the  Braves  organization  to  deal 
with  Rocker  appropriately.  And  if  Selig 
is  smart,  that's  exactly  what  he'll  let  the 
Braves  do.  Baseball  is  not  doing  itself 
any  favors  by  dwelling  on  this  ugly 
incident,  and  the  press  will  not  be  help- 
ing matters  if  they  continue  to  revive 
this  conflict.  Two  years  ago.  only  the 
Herculean  feats  of  Mark  McGwire  and 
Sammy  Sosa  were  able  to  save  base- 
ball. Adding  fuel  to  this  still  dangerous 
fire  could  have  the  effect  of  alienating 
fans  and  calling  the  dignity  of  the 
league  into  question.  And  if  that  hap- 
pens, it  might  take  more  than  a  home- 
run  race  to  allow  the  league  to  save 
face.  Everyone  has  had  his/her  say.  and 
it's  time  to  drop  the  issue. 

With  that.  I'll  take  my  own  advice. 


FSC  Hockey 

Fitchburg  State  4,  Tufts  1 

In  Medford  Saturday  night.  Jeff 
Duross'  two  first  period  goals  sparked 
the  Falcons  on  their  way  to  the  victory. 
Duross  also  added  a  third  period  assist 
for  Fitchburg.  now  12-4-3  overall  (7-1- 
2  ECAC).  Teammate  Jeff  Brodeur  tal- 
lied a  goal  and  two  assists  for  the  vic- 
tors, and  Nick  Gangemi  saved  30  of  3 1 
shots  in  net.  With  the  win,  the  Falcons 
maintain  the  top  spot  in  the  ECAC 
Northeast  standings,  one  point  ahead  of 
Wentworth  College. 

For  Tufts,  now  9-5  (7-1  ECAC), 
Scott  Sullivan  netted  the  lone  goal. 
Goalie  Ian  Kell  made  19  saves  on  23 
shots. 

Last  week's  games:   Fitchburg  St.  5. 
New  Hampshire  College  4 

Fitchburg  St.  4.  Tufts  1 
Upcoming  Games:  Tues..  Feb.  8  -  FSC 
@  Massachusetts  College  7:30  pm 

Thurs..   Feb.    10  -   FSC    @ 
Assumption  College  7:15  pm 

Sat..  Feb.  12  -  FSC  v.  Plymouth 
State  3:30  pm 


FSC  Women's 
Basketball 

Worcester  State  82.  Fitchburg  State  55 
At  Worcester  Saturday  afternoon. 
Sacha  Ashton's  20  point,  8  rebound 
effort  keyed  the  hosts  to  victory.  Sheri 
Kelley  added  1 7  points  for  the  winners, 
now  10-9  overall  (4-3  MASCAC),  who 
held  a  52-31  rebounding  edge,  and  a 
lopsided  23-2  advantage  in  the  assist 
department. 

For  the  Falcons,  now  5-14  (0-7 
MASCAC).  Emily  Spring  tallied  17 
points  and  eight  rebounds  in  the  losing 
effort.  Deanna  Wilbur  added  10  points. 
Last  week's  games:  Bridgewater  State 
72.  Fitchburg  State  58 

Framingham  State  82  .  Fitchburg 
State  55 

Worcester  State  82.  Fitchburg  State 
55 

Upcoming  games:  Tues..  Feb.  8  -  FSC 
v.  Salem  State  6:00  pm 

Sat..  Feb.  12  -  FSC  @  Westfield 
State  1 :00  pm 


FSC  Men's 
Basketball 

Men's  Basketball 

Fitchburg  State  82.  Worcester  State  78 

At  Worcester  Saturday  afternoon, 
two  Matt  Stockhaus  three-pointers 
capped  a  crucial  1 1  -0  second-half  run 
that  spurred  Fitchburg  to  victory.  The 
Falcons  connected  on  14  three-pointers 
on  their  way  to  sweeping  the  season 
series  from  Worcester  for  the  first  time 
in  nine  years. 

Fitchburg.  which  upped  its  record  to 
7-12  overall  (3-4  MASCAC)  was  led 
by  freshman  standout  Isaac  Lane's  24 
points.  Joe  Mele  added  15  points  and 
Jason  Anderson  and  Stockhaus.  1 3  and 
12  points  respectively. 

For  Worcester  State,  which  fell  to 
13-6  (4-3  MASCAC).  Mario  Horton 
scored  27  points  and  grabbed  19 
rebounds.  Laurenco  DaSilva  added  15 
points. 

Last  week's  games:  Bridgewater  State 
89.  Fitchburg  St  72 

Fitchburg  State  82.  Worcester  State 
78 


The  Point 

is  looking  for  writ- 
ers to  contribute  to 
the  sports  column 
on  a  weekly  basis. 
We  are  looking  to 
add  feature  articles 
and  conference 
standings  in  the 
coming  weeks,  as 
well  as  any  sub- 
missions from  ath- 
letes, coaches  or 
fans. 
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